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Big Bad Bully No More
By Ethan Redlich
Bullying is the repeated negative behavior a person can
demonstrate towards another person. Some examples of bulling
are name calling, exclusion, physically hitting, pushing or other
unacceptable behaviors. When you think of bullying, you might
only think of pushing or hitting but bullying can be anything hurtful that is repeated. In fact, bullying is everywhere. October is
anti-bullying month.
Kids at the University School recognize that bullying is not
a good choice. Dr. Barnes, Director of the Lower School, states,
“I think that students in our school try very hard to make good
choices, and to report all bullying and not be bystanders.”
There are many consequences for bullying. Consequences
in University School are severe because University School takes
bullying seriously. If a student is recognized as a bully by demonstrating poor behaviors, they are brought to the administration
office and the behaviors are discussed with an administrator, the
teachers, and of course, the parents. Depending on the behavior,
a student can be suspended for a half a day, a whole day, or write
an apology letter to the victim. At the University School, teachers
and administrators work together to teach children how to correct
their behaviors in the hope that there are very few bullying incidents. Dr. Womack and Ms. Lipsett, our guidance instructors,
teach anti-bullying strategies in guidance classes and according to
Dr. Barnes, this is the way to go. “I think that education is the
best tool for stopping bullying. Children and adults who better
understand the outcome of their hurtful actions can make better
choices. So educating everyone is a good place to start,” stated
Dr. Barnes.

Pag e 2

I s s ue 2 3

ITL- Bringing Us to the 21st Century
By Joshua Gavsie
So you’ve all heard
of our new specials program, Integrated Technology Learning (ITL). Mrs.
Propos, the ITL teacher
explains, “The name was
changed from Word Processing to ITL because in
Word Processing we
mainly focused on learning the keyboard.” ITL is
different than the former
Word Processing class because in ITL students
learn many other things
too.

Mrs. Propos instructs kids
with a program called Type
to Learn. In Type To Learn,
kids play games that improves their typing. Students
also use a site called Learning.com, which also makes
typing fluent. Mrs. Propos
said “The future is all about
computers- we are using the
latest technology at the
Lower School to prepare our
students for the future!”

The Arts and Music at the University School
by Apostoli Floyd

Everyone loves music-it makes us feel good, and helps us connect to the
world around us. The Arts and Music program at the University School is
an excellent addition to all the other wonderful programs offered at our
school. Ms Gaynor Terrera is a special music teacher who teaches at the
Art Institute in the Epstein Center. She meets with students either daily or
weekly and her sessions can be a half hour class or a full hour. Her personal hope is that the students that she teaches learn to play piano and
voice and use these disciplines to help them in their future careers. Ms
Terrera exclaims, “I love taking my students from zero to one hundred and
fifty percent of their music abilities.” The best moments for her are when
she gets a chance to see her students perform and watch as the magic begins. There is no doubt she loves music, but more than that she loves
helping her students find their creative side and be inspired!! She said, “I
love what I do!" Well, it shows in her students, and most children that
come in contact with Ms Gaynor Terrera are inspired!

TH E SH I N IN G SU N
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Students Rule
By Sofia Bessette
Student Government is very important to University School. There are
several positions in Student Government. The positions are President, Vice
President, Historian, Secretary, and Community Service Coordinator. The
President is the leader of Student Government. The Vice President helps
the President lead the other members in Student Government. The Historian takes pictures and keeps a photo journal of the activities that are
sponsored by Student Government. The Secretary takes notes when Student Government has meetings. The Community Service Coordinator leads
projects that make the community better.
This year, the Vice President of Student Government is Matthew Robbins. During an interview, Matthew said, “This year, we are organizing a
Penny Harvest, Red Ribbon Week, and lots more. Dr. Womack and Ms. Lipsett give us assignments to do together.” Gracie Rivero, a 4th grade student
representative, said, “I love Student Government and want to participate in
any task or project I am asked to do.” At the end of the year, all the
members of Student Government in 5th grade are going to miss their teachers very much, including Dr. Womack and Ms. Lipsett. The Vice President
said, “I am going to miss all of my teachers I’ve had since I came to
USchool. I will run for Student Government next year in Middle School only
if Middle School has great guidance counselors like Dr. Womack and Ms.
Lipsett!”

“I love being a Student Government Representative because I get
to share my ideas in front of an
audience.”
-Henry Hurowitz, Third Grade

“Being a Student Government
Representative is lots of fun and
allows me to express myself and
stand up for the grade!”
-Jacob Militzok, Third Grade
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Eating at a Table? How About Learning at One!
By Luca Zislin
If you head down to Pre-k or Kindergarten you may find
their newest piece of technology, the Smart Table. The
Smart Table is like a Smart Board in a table format. The
Smart Table allows teachers to use technology to teach
subjects like Math and Social Studies. Mrs. Pasternack, a
Kindergarten teacher, explains, “The smart table gives students another opportunity to learn, play, and interact with
each other. Students are excited to use it, it’s very new to
them.” The Lower School recognizes that technology is
ever changing and always being updated. Therefore, the
latest technological tools are being purchased for our students to use, learn and grow from. Mrs. Pasternack agrees,
“I think that things need to be replaced with new and improved technological instruments, but not necessarily have
more of the same.” In conclusion the Smart Table is a hit
and has enhanced learning to the fullest degree.

Smart Table

Welcome to the Newbees
By Sydni Dichter
Every year, new students come to the U School from all over the
county, state and country. Some students are girls, and others are boys. Regardless, each has a different experience. Riya and Diya Goel, two new First
Grade students, have only great things to say about the U School. “We love
absolutely everything,” they exclaimed.
There are also many new Kindergarten students that started in U
School this year. Francesca Pantages, Miranda Novelli, Nathan Furer and
Nana Bautton are just a few new students. They have made many new
friends and all agree that some of their favorite things include Math and their
spacious classrooms. They said, “If we could change one thing we would like
to have P.E. after recess!”

TH E SH I N IN G SU N
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Red Ribbon Rocks!!!
By JR. Principe

On October 3rd, 2011 the student government officers were announced for
the 2011-2012 school year. These students were really excited, yet did not
realize that Red Ribbon Week was approaching rapidly. Red Ribbon Week is
a time to reflect on good choices and
why it is important to stay away from
drugs and alcohol. Red Ribbon Week
not only educates students on why
they should not use these dangerous
illegal drugs, it is also teaches children
that legal drugs can be used illegally.
This means that you can use legal
drugs in a way that can harm you and
cause you to harm other people. The
first of many jobs Student Government
received was organizing the assembly
for Red Ribbon Week. Dr. Womack explains, “This event is student driven
and Student Government takes this to
a whole other level.”

Students cheer during the Red Ribbon Week Assembly

Dr. Womack states, “Student government went to work on preparing educational skits and had to give up their
recess almost every day.”
At the kickoff assembly, Student Government and grade representatives
performed skits in front of the school
about making your own choices and
not getting intimidated by others.
Throughout the week students wore
spirit bracelets that Student Government passed out to show their interest in the topic and remember the
people that gave their lives to stop illegal drugs.
“Cultural Unity and Stockings to the
Troops are some future events to look
forward to as the year progresses.”
claims Dr. Womack. If these events are
anything like Red Ribbon Week, we can
hardly wait!

Student Government performing a skit
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C.A.R.S.-The Project Inspiring Fifth Grade Students and All Others!
By Aidan Greenstein

C.A.R.S, or Content, Applied, Research, Skills, is a unique program for children in
Fifth Grade that teaches research skills. Although students in other grades do research in
many different ways, C.A.R.S. is a vital program that further prepares students for Middle
School. Mrs. Jacoby, a Fifth Grade teacher explains, “In Middle School students are expected to be able to use the library and internet to find background information on their research topic.”
C.A.R.S. helps students with their research skills and allows students to investigate
information and specify facts. You may be wondering, how is C.A.R.S different from Science Fair? Well, Mrs. Jacoby states, “Kids can research what their interested in, unlike Science Fair.” Children can also choose from a variety of projects, not just the typical poster
board. Children have made or brought in cool items to present with their project. For example one group brought in their collection of rocks, another made a life like diagram of a
plant, and another group made a 3-dimensional diagram of a good ecosystem and a bad
ecosystem. Even though the projects vary, one thing is definite. You can ask any student in
Fifth Grade and they’ll give you the same answer; C.A.R.S is an amazing new addition to
the Fifth Grade routine!

“In Middle School
students are expected to be able to
use the library and
internet to find background information
on their topic.”
-Mrs. Jacoby-Fifth
Grade Teacher

Fifth Grade students in their
C.A.R.S. class.
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Tis’ the Season for Lobby Sings
By: Shornam Gandhi
It has been a little over a year since the first annual
“Lobby Sing” took place at the Lower School. Since
then, students and faculty look forward to this exciting
musical event. The idea came about during a visit by the
administration to another school and upon their return
they decided to start Lobby Sing at the Lower School.
According to Mr. Gilbert, the purpose of Lobby Sings is,
“To build community and share music with everyone.”
He also said, “When we come together and sing we harmonize. We also become friends even though we are all
from different grades.”
The students really enjoy singing songs like “Zippity Do
Da” and “You are My Sunshine.” These songs along
with many others certainly help to start off the day on a
musical note. “Lobby Sing is here to stay, as long as we
have music happening at school and Mrs. Gill and I are
here to keep the music flowing through the school,” Mr.
Gilbert said. “There is nothing better than a group of
people who come together and sing!”
Ring, Ring –Is that a Cell Phone in Your Backpack??
By Stav Yaari
Across the country kids and teachers are talking about the use of cell phones. The controversy is over allowing
them to be brought to school or not. At some schools, kids are bringing them with or without permission and using
the cell phones for texting, Facebooking, and everything else they should not be. Some parents are buying them
for the safety and security of their children, but many phones are being stolen, lost or broken while at school.
With all the negatives, are there any positives to being allowed to bring a cell phone to school? After discussing
this sensitive subject and interviewing students, it is definitely divided. Fifth Grade student, Ryan Kuttler, believes kids should “absolutely” be permitted to have cell phones in school. “Cell phones should be on vibrate and
the kids would feel more secure.” Logan Alters, another Fifth Grade student, supports having cell phones in school
as well. “It is nice to know that in an emergency you can contact your parents at a moments notice,” states Logan.
Megan Eaton, a Fourth Grade student feels differently. “Cell phones can be a distraction in school and if you
loose them the school is not responsible.” Katy Arutyunyan, another Fourth Grade student, went a step further
by explaining, “Cell phones in school may allow for more gossip or even worse-kids can text answers to a test!”
Overall, it seems that even if the rules are clear and enforced, the use of cell phones in school still has many advantages and disadvantages!

Over the summer, I went to a remarkable workshop on 21st Century
Learning. The focus was not only on the academic areas of learning, but also
on the essential skills for success in the 21st century: collaboration, critical
thinking, problem solving, creativity, and communication. I found that the
common thread among all of these skills is cooperative learning.
In working with a small staff of students this session, I realized how much
the Shining Sun Newspaper incorporates the practices and beliefs of 21st Century Skills. As a staff, the students were responsible for one's piece of a larger
project, planning for the future, and completing the plan. During the course of
eight weeks, the children worked together for a shared benefit, realizing that all
members share that goal and the rewards of achieving it. This was a true example of 21st Century Skills. I am so proud of all they accomplished!

Sincerely,
Fanya DeMaria
Editor and Faculty Advisor of the Shining Sun Newspaper

